
 

CUMBRIA POLICE AND CRIME PANEL 
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From:  Interim Director of Finance (Cumbria County 
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DRAFT CUMBRIA FIRE SERVICE PRECEPT 

PROPOSALS (2023/2024) 

1. EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

1.1. The purpose of this report is to accompany the report from 

the Police and Crime Commissioner which will set out the 
proposed budget and precept for 2023/2024. This report 

explains the Panel’s options for decision making. 

2. RECOMMENDATION 

2.1. The Panel is asked to review the proposed precept report 
from the Police and Crime Commissioner accompanying this 

report. 

2.2. The Panel is then asked to decide whether to: 

a) support the precept without qualification or comment; 
b) support the precept and make recommendations, or 

c) veto the proposed precept. 

3. BACKGROUND 

3.1. As part of Local Government Reorganisation (LGR) for Cumbria, the 

Police, Fire and Crime Commissioner for Cumbria (Fire and Rescue 
Authority) Order 2022 transfers the fire authority to a new 

corporation sole from 1 April 2023 and establishes the Police and 

Crime Commissioner as the shadow fire and rescue authority from 

1 January to 1 April 2023.  

3.2. The shadow fire and rescue authority have the functions of a fire 
and rescue authority for the purposes of issuing the precept 

(Council Tax demand) for 2023/24, as a major precepting 
authority, and for the scrutiny of that precept by the police and 

crime panel.   



3.3. The Police and Crime Panel are therefore consulted on the level of 

precept (Council Tax demand) requested by the Police and Crime 
Commissioner as they look to set the budget for the Cumbria fire 

and rescue authority for 2023/24. The precept proposal from the 

Police and Crime Commissioner is set out in today’s agenda. 

3.4. The process for the police and crime panel’s (PCP) scrutiny of the 
police and crime commissioner’s (PCC) proposed precept should be 

read alongside:  

• The Police, Fire and Crime Commissioner for Cumbria (Fire 

and Rescue Authority) Order 2022  

 https://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2022/1230/article/11/made 

• Part 2 of the Police and Crime Panels (Precepts and Chief 
Constable Appointments) Regulations 2012 (“the 

Regulations”)   

https://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2012/2271/part/2/made 

3.5. Appendix 1, Process for Panel scrutiny of Police and Crime 

Commissioners proposed precept, provides a flow chart of the 

process described in this report.  

3.6. The Police and Crime Panel are required to review the proposed 
precept and upon consideration of the proposed precept decide 

whether to: - 

a) support the precept without qualification or comment; 

b) support the precept and make recommendations, or 
c) veto the proposed precept (by the required majority of at least 

two thirds of the persons who are members of the Panel at the 

time the decision is made). 

3.7. If the Panel were to decide (a) or (b) this would need reported to 
the Commissioner in writing no later than 8 February making any 

recommendations clear in both the meeting and the report. 

3.8. The Commissioner would then consider the report, and any such 

recommendations, subsequently advising the Panel of their decision 

which would be to either;  

• Issue the proposed precept as the precept for the financial 

year, or 

• Issue a different precept, but only if it would be in accordance 

with a recommendation made in the Panel’s report 

3.9. The Panel could decide to hold a special meeting to consider this 

response or to consider the response at the next ordinary meeting 

of the Panel. 

https://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2022/1230/article/11/made
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2022/1230/article/11/made
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2022/1230/article/11/made
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2012/2271/part/2/made


3.10. If the Panel were to decide (c) and exercise its veto, the Panel 

would need to provide a report to the Commissioner by 8 February 
setting out its reasons and indicating whether the precept proposed 

is too high or too low. A veto requires at least two-thirds of the 
persons who are members of the panel at the time the decision is 

made to vote in favour. 

3.11. Where the panel vetoes the proposed precept, the Commissioner 

must have regard to the report made by the panel, give the panel a 
response to the report and publish the response, by 15 February. In 

their response the Commissioner must notify the panel of the 

revised precept that he intends to issue.   

3.12. Where the panel’s report indicates that they vetoed the precept 

because it was:   

• too high, the revised precept must be lower than the 

previously proposed precept.  

• too low, the revised precept must be higher than the 

previously proposed precept.  

3.13. For clarity the Panel may only veto the first proposed precept. Such 

a veto must be agreed by two-thirds of Panel members (the full 
membership rather than those present at a meeting). Where a veto 

occurs, the report to the Commissioner must include a statement to 

that effect. 

3.14. On receipt of a response from the Commissioner notifying them of 
the revised precept proposal, the panel must review the revised 

precept proposal and make a second report to the Commissioner on 

the revised precept by 22 February. This report may:   

• indicate whether the Panel accepts or rejects the revised 
precept (although rejection does not prevent the 

Commissioner from issuing the revised precept); and   

• make recommendations, including recommendations on the 

precept that should be issued.   

3.15. The Commissioner would then have regard to this second report 
and would issue a response by no later than 1 March. However, the 

rejection by the Panel of the revised precept would not prevent the 
Commissioner from issuing the revised precept as the precept for 

the financial year 2023/24. 

 

 

 

 



4. CONCLUSION 

4.1. The Police and Crime Panel is asked to review the proposed precept 

report from the Police and Crime Commissioner and decide whether 

to support or veto the precept proposal. 

 

Jo Moore 

Interim Director of Finance (s151 Officer), Cumbria County Council 
 

 
 



APPENDIX 1 

 
Process for Panel Scrutiny of Police and Crime Commissioners 

Proposed Precept 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BACKGROUND PAPERS 
 

No background papers. 
 

Contact: Wayne Johnston – Group Accountant (Corporate) 
Tel: 07920 782876 or e-mail wayne.johnston@cumbria.gov.uk  

mailto:wayne.johnston@cumbria.gov.uk

